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IQALUIT, Nunavut — Pope Francis listens to an indigenous drummer as he preforms during a meeting with young people
and elders outside the primary school in Iqaluit in the Canadian territory of Nunavut July 29, 2022. Pope Francis’ six-day
penitential pilgrimage through Canada was certainly historic. There has never been a papal journey like this. But there’s
more to it that just originality. See stories and photos on pages 8-12. (Michael Swan photo)

QUEBEC CITY — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (back row centre) of the Diocese of Saint John and Graydon Nicholas
(front row right) were joined by faithful from throughout the diocese who travelled to Quebec City for Pope Francis’ papal
visit to Canda. Here part of the group is shown in the Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-Dame de Québec, Quebec City. Story page
3. (Photo submitted by Graydon Nicholas)
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New FreemanThe
Church unity threatened by ideology,
pope tells Jesuits in Canada
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The unity of the Catho-
lic Church's bishops is fundamental in cor-
recting past wrongs and in confronting chal-
lenges today, Pope Francis said.

Meeting with a group of Jesuits in Canada
July 29, the pope said his visit was made possi-
ble by the unity of the country's bishops in seek-
ing reconciliation with Indigenous peoples who
experienced abuse or attempts at forced assimi-
lation at church-run residential schools.

"When an episcopate is united, then it can
deal with the challenges that arise," the pope
told his Jesuit confreres. "If everything is going
well, it is not because of my visit. I am just
the icing on the cake. It is the bishops who
have done everything with their unity."

The pope met with 15 Jesuits from Canada
during his July 24-29 visit to the country. As
has become the practice when the pope meets
Jesuits during a foreign trip, a transcript of
his remarks was released later by the Jesuit
journal La Civiltà Cattolica.

According to the transcript of the meeting,
published August 4, the pope said that while
he witnessed the "familiarity between the
bishops and Indigenous peoples," there are
still "some who work against healing and rec-
onciliation."

"Even last night," the pope recalled, "I saw
a small traditionalist group protesting and say-
ing that the church is something else; but that
is the way things are. I only know that one of
the worst enemies against the unity of the church
and of the episcopates is ideology."

Touching upon the themes of the pope's visit,
particularly reconciliation and listening, a Jesuit
asked Pope Francis if his experience in Canada
shaped "your synodal vision of the church."

The pope said he was "bothered" by the
use of "the adjective 'synodal' as if it were the
latest quick fix for the church."

"When one says 'synodal church,' the ex-
pression is redundant: the church is either
synodal or it is not church. That is why we
have come to a synod on synodality, to reit-
erate this," he said.

The pope reiterated that the synod "is not a
political meeting nor a committee for parlia-
mentary decisions" but rather an "expression
of the church where the protagonist is the
Holy Spirit."

He also warned that Christians risk "losing
the overall picture, the sense of things" if a
synod is reduced to focusing on singular is-
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sues. Recalling the 2015 Synod of Bishops
on the family, the pope said some erroneously
believed that "it was organized to give Com-
munion to remarried divorcees."

Nevertheless, he said, his postsynodal ex-
hortation, Amoris Laetitia, only addressed that
specific issue in a footnote "because all the
rest are reflections on the theme of the fam-
ily, such as that on the family catechumenate."

"There is so much richness," the pope said.
"One cannot squeeze it all into the funnel of a
single issue. I repeat, if the church is church,
then it is synodal. It has been so from the
beginning."

Pope Francis also spoke about the fact he
did not meet with victims of sexual abuse
during his visit to Canada. Apart from sched-
uling issues, the pope said he also wanted to
focus his visit on the Indigenous people.

"Many people responded to me saying that
they understood that this was not an exclu-
sion at all," he said.

Lastly, a Jesuit asked the pope regarding
the debates surrounding the liturgy and its
importance in formation.

The pope noted that when "there is con-
flict, the liturgy is always mistreated."

"In Latin America 30 years ago, there were
monstrous liturgical deformations. Then they
moved to the opposite side with a backward-
looking intoxication with the old. A division
was established in the church," he explained.

The pope said his actions, including his re-
cent apostolic letter Traditionis Custodes (Guard-
ians of the Tradition), "aimed to follow the line
taken by St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict
XVI, who had allowed the ancient rite and had
asked for subsequent verification."

Traditionis Custodes, Pope Francis said,
"made it clear that there was a need to regu-
late the practice, and above all to avoid it be-
coming a matter, let us say, of 'fashion' and
remaining instead a pastoral question." §
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

FREDERICTON — On Saturday, July 30
during the homily of the 4 pm Saturday mass
at St. Dunstan’s Church [St. Mary Magdalene
Parish] in Fredericton, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John,
having just returned from a pilgrimage to
Quebec City for the papal visit, took the op-
portunity to share a bit about his experience
of the trip.

He began by expressing his thanks to the
parishioners of St. Mary Magdalene Parish
in Fredericton for their generous support
of indigenous peoples and issues over the
years. “Thanks to your generosity in large
part as a parish, and many parishioners and
other diocesan faithful contributed to off-
set the costs of the trip to Quebec City, we
were able to send a diocesan delegation of
[residential school] survivors, elders and
support workers to Quebec City from In-
digenous communities around the diocese.”

The diocesan delegation was led by Fa-
ther Bill Brennan, pastor, St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Parish (and former pastor of
St. Mary Magdalene Parish), who shared
with Bishop Riesbeck that for the most part,
everyone was very positive about the trip,
including those who attended the mass at
Saint Anne-de-Beaupré.

Bishop Riesbeck encouraged people to

Bishop shares his experience of papal visit
look at the Holy Father’s remarks from the
lens of the entire visit, the apologies that he
made in the west, and then reiterated
throughout his trip.

“I think that the survivors, and the indig-
enous peoples who participated, were very
positive about the trip in general at least from
our delegation. All were very grateful for
the connections that were made amongst
each other, but also hopeful for some fu-
ture conversations that we would like to
continue to have, maybe through talking
circles to further the work of healing and
reconciliation,” he said. “I’m also thankful
to you [diocesan community] for your gen-
erous financial support of the Indigenous
Reconciliation Fund which will be part of
our action plan, moving forward to sup-
port various initiatives for healing and rec-
onciliation involving our indigenous broth-
ers and sisters.”

Bishop Riesbeck said that for most, this
papal visit had a tremendous impact look-
ing at it as a whole, from beginning to end.

“His words, his actions and just his pres-
ence on Canadian soil was an important step
to further the long road to healing and rec-
onciliation. Despite his physical limitations
he came on Canadian soil fulfilling the TRC
[Truth and Reconciliation Commission] call
to action in this regard to apologize for the
tragic participation of local Catholic insti-
tutions in the policies of assimilation and

marginalization of Indigenous peoples, es-
pecially through the system of residential
schools that led to the denigration and sup-
pression of Indigenous languages and cul-
tures, the suffering of physical, sexual,
verbal, psychological and spiritual abuse.”

He recalled words of Pope Francis dur-
ing his first stop at Maskwacis in Alberta,
“I express my deep shame and sorrow and,
together with the bishops of this country, I
renew my request for forgiveness for the
wrong done by so many Christians to the
Indigenous peoples. It is tragic when some
believers, as happened in that period of his-
tory, conform themselves to the conventions
of the world rather than to the Gospel.”

Noting that the Holy Father renewed his
apology at various times throughout the trip,
especially in the presence of Indigenous
leaders and residential school survivors, in-
cluding those who continue to suffer the
trauma of the residential school system, he
said, “He was even late in departing for Rome
from Iqaluit because he took the time — sev-
eral hours in fact — to listen to testimonies of
residential school survivors which had a deep
and profound impact on him personally.”

During Vespers on the evening of Thurs-
day, July 28 at the Cathedral-Basilica of Notre-
Dame de Québec, Quebec City, Bishop
Riesbeck said that Pope Francis told the bish-
ops, priests and religious assembled that, “the
Gospel is preached effectively when life it-

self speaks and reveals the free-
dom that sets others free, the
compassion that asks nothing in
return, the mercy that silently
speaks of Christ…Together
with you, I would like once
more to ask forgiveness of all
the victims (of sexual abuse).
The pain and the shame we
must feel must become an oc-
casion for conversion: never
again!”
  In response to this, Bishop
Riesbeck told the congregation,
“I as your bishop, and together
with the bishops of Canada,
have been profoundly inspired
and encouraged by Pope
Francis’ words and presence.
In a press release the Canadian
bishops wrote: “We have heard
this call and will be renewing
an updated action plan during
our National Plenary Assembly

(continued on page 4)
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Real holiness, true spirituality
Week of July 31st, 18th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

Summer time in Canada brings with it a new appreciation for
the beauties of this land. It is important that we acknowledge that
we share this land with others. In particular we share it with the
indigenous peoples of our country. They are gifted with a spiritu-
ality that is especially aware of the sacredness of the land on which
we stand. We have much to learn from them. There is a sacred-
ness, a holiness that fills the earth.

Often, we seem to regard “holiness” as being “other worldly”,
removed from regular, ordinary life. What we sometimes speak of
as “fundamentalism” even has our Christian faith and practice fight-
ing with our world, denying that holiness even has a place in it.
Doing so, is to deny our humanity and the wonder of creation
with which God has surrounded us.

Real holiness lives in this world.  It is marked by gratitude,
acknowledging the marvel of our humanity as God’s gift. This is
true holiness. In some ways that is the full meaning of what we
call the Incarnation, that our God so loves the world that in Jesus,
God shares our humanity cf. (John 3:16-17).

In Luke’s Gospel (Lk.12:13-21), Jesus tells a story, a parable of
a person whose crops thrived and he wondered what to do with
this abundance. So great was his crop that he decided to build
larger barns in order to store it all for the future. But his future
was brief and he could not control it. Great as his crops were, his
true richness and happiness rested not in them, but in his open-
ness to God’s abiding presence all around him.

So often we miss the present blessing as we wait for some
future one or find ourselves wrapped up in some future goal. See-
ing and appreciating the present blessings is what makes life mean-
ingful and brings happiness. Such vision is the stuff of holiness.

Sacred moments, places and perhaps especially persons sur-
round us constantly. At first sight, they are ordinary and common
for us. But they are in fact part of the God creative gift of life for
us. They represent the constant presence of God in all aspects of
life. To have an openness and a growing awareness of this pres-
ence is the meaning of holiness in every human heart. Building a
spiritual life is the quest for this openness and awareness.

In a piece he published in 2018,
Pope Francis reminded us of the
spirituality that it all around us: “Very
often it is a holiness found in our next-door neighbours, those
who, living in our midst, reflect God’s presence. We might call
them ‘the middle class of holiness’.” (Gaudete et Exultate March,
2018 7)

Real holiness, for life, is found in our relationships. Such holi-
ness follows the pattern of Jesus. It offers the face of God’s
mercy and love. It heals and reconciles others. It feeds the hun-
gry, frees the captives, gives light to those in darkness. We live
holiness when we live with love, in word and in action. Holiness is
not a future hope, but a present reality — when we come to see it,
when we respond to the invitation from God to be present with us
where we are.

In his Encyclical Letter, Fratelli tutti (Brothers and Sisters All,
October 2020) Pope Francis again called all humanity to recogni-
tion of the holiness we have through our relationships. We are all
“brothers and sisters”. He closes the letter with these word of
prayer:

May our hearts be open to all the peoples and nations of the
earth,

May we recognize the goodness and beauty that you have sown
in each of us,

And thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, and shared
dreams. Amen

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday read-
ings with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith forma-
tion. He can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
this fall. It is our hope that the relationships forged in this planning
process, particularly with Indigenous partners at both the national
and local levels, will grow well beyond this visit and serve as a
foundation for the work that lies ahead. In conversations with our
Indigenous sisters and brothers we have heard:

• Calls for greater transparency with the preservation and dis-
closure of residential school records;

• Asks for support to address the issue of Indigenous artifacts
housed at the Vatican Museum;

• A desire to affirm the inherent rights of Indigenous people and
to clarify the historical policies and principles often referred to as
the “Doctrine of Discovery”;

• An invitation to walk with First Nations, Métis and Inuit com-
munities in addressing systemic injustices which continue today;
and

• And to financially support initiatives that advance healing and
reconciliation.

This guidance will be instrumental to our next steps as we seek to
walk together in a new way.”

The bishop concluded saying that, “this entire apostolic journey
is a new beginning for the Church in Canada, one in which we
confront the mistakes of the past and move forward with the
hope that Christ can renew all things. I trust in the collaboration
of your new pastor and of all of you in advancing the cause of
healing and reconciliation for our Indigenous sisters and broth-
ers.”

To contribute to the costs of the diocesan delegation, please
contact Saint Mary Magdalene Parish office at 506 444-6001 or
office@stmarymagdaleneparish.ca. To contribute to the Indigenous
Reconciliation Fund for the diocese visit https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/donations.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop shares his experience of papal visit
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Disarmed and dangerous
Week of July 25

After his first arrest, the peace activist Daniel Berrigan went into
hiding. After four months, he was captured, but during those months
underground, although a threat to no one, he was put on the FBI’s
Ten Most Wanted list. There’s an irony here that did not go unnoticed.
Someone put up a poster of him with this caption: Wanted – Notori-
ous consecrator of bread and wine. Disturber of wars and felonious
paper burner! The fugitive has been known to carry the New Testa-
ment and should be approached with extreme caution. Disarmed and
dangerous.

Disarmed and dangerous! Corny as that may sound, it expresses
the real threat to injustice, violence, and war. Disarmament is danger-
ous. Someone who is genuinely unarmed is ultimately the one who
poses the greatest danger to disorder, immorality, and violence. Vio-
lence can withstand violence, but it can be brought down by non-
violence. Here are some examples.

In our own generation, we have the example of Christian de Cherge,
one of the seven Cistercian monks who were kidnapped and later
killed by Islamist extremists in Algeria in 1996. His journey, and that
of the other monks who died with him, is chronicled in a number of
books (including some of his own letters and diaries) and in the award-
ing-winning film, Of Gods and Men. Living within a small commu-
nity of nine monks in a remote Muslim village in Northern Algeria,
Christian and his community were much loved by that Muslim com-
munity and, being French citizens and enjoying the protection of that
citizenship, their presence constituted a certain protection for the vil-
lagers against Islamic terrorists. Alas, the situation was not to last.

On Christmas Eve, 1995, they received a first visit from the terror-
ists with the clear warning that they had best leave before they would
become its victims. Both the French and the Algerian governments
offered them armed protection. Christian, acting alone at first, against
the majority voice in his own community, categorically refused armed
protection. Instead, his prayer became this: In face of this violence,
disarm us, Lord. His response to the threat was complete disarma-
ment. Eventually, his entire community joined him in that stance.

Six months later they were kidnapped and killed, but the triumph
was theirs. Their witness of fidelity was the singular most powerful
gift they could have given to the poor and vulnerable villagers whom
they sought to protect, and their moral witness to the world will

nurture generations to come, long after
this particular genre of terrorism has had
its day. Christian de Cherge and his com-
munity were disarmed and dangerous.

There are innumerable similar examples of other persons who were
disarmed and dangerous. Rosa Parks, disarmed and seemingly pow-
erless against the racist laws at the time, was one of the pivotal fig-
ures in ending racial segregation in the USA, as was Martin Luther
King. The list of dangerous unarmed persons is endless: Mahatma
Gandhi, Thomas Merton, Dorothy Day, Desmond Tutu, Oscar
Romero, Franz Jagerstatter, Dorothy Stang, Daniel Berrigan, Eliza-
beth McAlister, Michael Rodrigo, Stan Rother, and Jim Wallis, among
others. Not least, of course, Jesus.

Jesus was disarmed and so dangerous that the authorities of his
time found it necessary to kill him. His complete non-violence consti-
tuted the ultimate threat to their established order. Notice how both
the civil and religious authorities at the time did not so much fear an
armed murderer as they feared an unarmed Jesus … Release for us,
Barabbas! We prefer to deal with an armed murderer than with an
unarmed man professing non-violence and telling people to turn the
other cheek! Give them credit for being astute. Unconsciously, they
recognized the real threat, someone who is unarmed, non-violent,
and turning the other cheek.

However, turning the other cheek must be properly understood. It
is not a passive, submissive thing. The opposite. In giving this coun-
sel, Jesus specifies that it be the right cheek. Why this seemingly odd
specification? Because he is referring to a culturally-sanctioned prac-
tice at the time where a superior could ritually slap an inferior on the
cheek with the intention not so much of inflicting physical pain as to
let the other person know his or her place — I am your superior,
know your place! The slap was administered with the back of the
right hand, facing the other person, and thus would land on the other
person’s right cheek. Now, in that posture, its true violence would
remain mostly hidden because it would look clean, aesthetic, and as
something culturally accepted.

However, if one were to turn the other cheek, the left one, the
violence would be exposed. How? First, because now the slap would
land awkwardly and look violent; second, the person receiving it would
be sending a clear signal. The change in posture would not only ex-
pose the violence but it would also be saying, you can still slap me,
but not as a superior to an inferior; the old order is over.

Disarmed and dangerous. To carry no weapon except moral integ-
rity is the ultimate threat to all that is not right.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com
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Pope Francis has visited Canada:
why and so what?
Week of August 7, 19th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

“I wish I had never said that. If only I could get it back. It has been
so hurtful and has broken our relationship. How can I repair what I
have done?”  We all have said or done things, that we later lament.
Much as we wish to change our past, we cannot do that. We can
however move forward on a new path aimed at healing and reconcil-
ing our past hurts and wounds. The whole idea of reconciliation is to
heal a wounded relationship with another.

In order to reconcile the first step is to admit our wrong, to say “I
am sorry” and to seek forgiveness. In relationships, the longer more
significant step is to begin rebuilding trust and the readiness to live
and act together. This is the most difficult step in reconciliation. Ulti-
mately, it is what we seek.

In 1971, Canada declared itself a “multicultural” country. We ac-
knowledged that we are a patchwork quilt of peoples, races, cul-
tures, faiths that have come together as Canadian from many differ-
ent origins. One of the ironies of this experience for our country is
that while we express an awareness of our mixed roots, we have to
admit that the root or culture that we least acknowledge and honour
is the culture that has been in our country the longest. The indigenous
peoples of Canada were here long before the rest of us or our ances-
tors ever thought of this land.

More recently, we have come to realize that we not only have ig-
nored or dismissed these peoples, we have deeply hurt them and their
culture. Quite the contrary to the principle of multiculturalism, for a
long time Canada sought to assimilate or erase the culture and lan-
guages of our indigenous peoples.

Beginning in the last half of the 19th century, Canada began to estab-
lish residential schools for indigenous children. By removing children
from their families and communities, their culture and language, our
country sought to “take the Indian out of the child” as several ex-
pressed it. The recent reports from the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission of Canada have referred to the schools as a form of cultural

genocide, an effort to erase indigenous
culture.

Our Catholic church was called
upon and agreed to running a signifi-
cant number of these residential
schools. Thus we became partners in
the effort to erase the culture and language of these children — to
make them what was deemed to be “Canadian”.

Pope Francis’ visit to Canada in the last week of July has been a
“penitential pilgrimage” to say “I am sorry”. In some ways he apolo-
gizes for the whole church. But perhaps more importantly, as Jesus
would do, Pope Francis presents the face that every Catholic should
present — we can all say “I am sorry for what has happened and for
the wounding that it has brought upon our indigenous peoples. We
bear the scar and pain of what was done in our name to our sisters
and brothers in the indigenous communities.

Now it is time for us to accept our responsibility for healing. A
good place to begin in every parish and community is with the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action, in par-
ticular items #58 - 61 which present steps for reconciliation by the
church. It will be a long road and a difficult one. But it is a road to
rebuilding our relationship, our trust and our openness to one another.
Pope Francis apologized, but more significantly, he was present to
them personally. Can we do the same in our own parishes and com-
munities?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Canadian Sisters drop fossil fuel stocks
BY MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Another $500 million in Catholic investment funds world wide
have been pulled out of oil, gas and coal, including the portfolios
of two of Canada’s most prominent religious orders.

The Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada and Our Lady’s Missionar-
ies have completed the years-long process of getting their money
out of energy sources.

“The decision wasn’t a difficult one,” said OLM Sister Christine
Gebel in an email to The Catholic Register. “We were very much
aware of global warming, now a climate crisis, and we knew that
the people and areas that would suffer first and foremost included
those where we had lived and worked for many years. The deci-
sion was personal and it was moral.”

The Canadian orders are part of a movement that saw five dio-
ceses in Ireland, the Catholic Theological Society of America, the
Jesuits in the eastern United States, Marquette University, Loyola
University and 11 different religious orders all firmly and finally
end their investments in carbon-based energy.

For the Sisters of St. Joseph, making a contribution to the glo-

bal divestment movement “helps us to know we are part of a
much larger movement happening in the world,” said congrega-
tion leader Sister Margo Richie.

In total, 35 faith institutions from seven countries announced
their completed divestment projects. More than 35 per cent of all
divestment commitments globally have been undertaken by reli-
gious institutions and churches. That’s the largest single branch
of a global divestment movement that now represents more than
$40 trillion in combined assets — up from just $50 billion in 2014.

For the Canadian Sisters, getting out of the old economy and
embracing new, green economics was a slow process. Our La-
dy’s Missionaries first broached the idea in 2011, sent a letter to
their investment managers instructing them to explore divestment
options in 2015 and only finally completed the process this year.
The Sisters of St. Joseph started more than four years ago and
ran into headwinds getting their investment managers on board.

“We had long-standing relationships with those managers —
very good relationships with them,” said Sr. Richie. “We kept ask-
ing them and asking them, but they were not able to come up with
what we were looking for.”

(continued on page 7)
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Making a recessive journey
Week of August 8

In a particularly poignant passage in her poem, The Leaf and
the Cloud, Mary Oliver pictures herself standing at the gravesite
of her mother and father, reflecting on their lives. They were far
from perfect and she doesn’t sugarcoat their faults. She openly
names her mother’s heaviness of soul and her father’s immature
faith. She knows that many of her own struggles have roots there.
However, she isn’t visiting their graves to lay blame on them.
She’s there to kiss them an honest goodbye, at peace finally with
both their less-than-perfect lives and their influence on her. She
thanks them for everything, the good and the bad, wishes them
well in the deep earth, and then says, “But I will not give them the
kiss of complicity. I will not give them the responsibility for my
life.”

All of us might do well to make this kind of recessive journey in
terms of revisiting our early religious training. An interesting
gravesite. Unfortunately, many of us don’t ever tarry there long
enough to truly sort out what blessed us and what wounded us
when some very fallible human agents introduced God to us. Today it
is common (almost fashionable) for people to look back only nega-
tively on their early religious training. Indeed many speak of being “in
recovery” from it and often blame every kind of unhappiness and
neurosis in their lives on their early religious training.

No doubt, some of this is valid, early religious training does
leave a permanent mark on us. However, we owe it to ourselves,
our parents, our early teachers, and to honesty to sort out the
positives and negatives of our early religious background and, like
Mary Oliver, make peace with it, even if we cannot give it the kiss
of complicity.

What’s my own story? For me, awakening to consciousness
and awakening to God and church were inextricably linked. The
Roman Catholicism of the time was the air I breathed as a child
and this was Roman Catholicism prior to Vatican II, a Catholicism
replete with both positives and negatives. The spirituality of my
childhood was one of absolute truths, of non-negotiable rules, of
strong demands, of tribalism, and of narrow inclusivity. We, and
we alone were the one true faith. Moreover, all of this was under-
written by a God who kept a scrupulous watch on your every

action, didn’t easily give you permis-
sion to make a mistake, held the sixth
commandment above all others, used
shame as a weapon, and was frowning
a lot of the time.

But, that was far from all of it. There
was a whole other side. The family, community, and church that
christened me had communal bonds that most communities today
can only envy. You truly were part of a body, a family, and a
community that incarnated a sense of transcendence that made
faith something natural, and community part of your very iden-
tity. You knew you were a child of God and you knew too that you
were a moral creature with real responsibilities to others and to
God. You knew your eternal significance, your essential dignity,
and the moral responsibility that came with that and you couldn’t
exempt yourself from it.

What all of this did was ground you existentially in a very fun-
damental, non-negotiable human, moral, and religious truth, namely,
that your life was not simply your own to do with whatever you
wished. You knew in a way that you could not ignore, except by
way of infidelity, that you were constitutively social, interdepend-
ent, ecclesial, and that God put you on this earth not just to make
a good life for yourself. You had a vocation, a certain duty to
serve, and God, family, community, and church could ask you to
give your life over. Today, I see this particular brand on my soul
as one of the most precious of all gifts that I received from the
spirituality of my childhood. Whatever demons came along with
that were worth it.

Besides demons can be cast out and most of those buried inside
the catechesis of my childhood have slowly been exorcised through
the years. What did it? Lots of things: years of studying and teaching
theology, reading good literature, having good spiritual directors,
seeing a robust and joyous health in women and men of faith,
persevering in my own dogged (and far-from-perfect) attempt to
be faithful to prayer, the Eucharist, and church community through
seven decades, and, not least, the grace of God.

Today I look back on my early religious training in a way wherein
the negatives are eclipsed by the positives. I am thankful for it all,
even its initial rigidity, timidity, tribalism, fearfulness, and false
fears of God, because something inside all of that grounded me
and taught me what is ultimately important. Indeed, rigidity, timid-
ity, tribalism, and excess caution aren’t a bad place to start from
because after they loosen their grip, you are free for the rest of
your life.  No small gift!

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 6)
Beyond just getting out of fossil fuels, the St. Joseph Sisters

wanted to put eight per cent of their portfolio into alternative,
green energy and other climate-friendly initiatives.

“It was the ethical choice that we wanted to make — to be a
small and yet real part of a movement toward alternate forms of
energy,” Sr. Richie said.

Two years into the process, the Sisters regretfully parted ways
with their old investment managers and chose three new firms.

“The companies we chose, they’re not fly-by-night,” Sr. Richie
said. “It’s not somebody who has got a good idea but they don’t
know how to do the business part of it. They are very alert, very
astute and they understand what we’re trying to achieve.”

It hasn’t been a good year for anybody’s investments, but Sr.
Richie observes that the Sisters’ portfolio hasn’t shrunk as much
as most others.

“That counts for something right now,” she said.§

Sisters drop fossil fuel stocks
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Reconciliation at the core of the Christian faith, pope says
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

EDMONTON — At Sacred Heart Church
of the First Peoples in downtown Edmonton,
Pope Francis made an impassioned plea for
the Catholic Church to realize its destiny as
the Church of reconciliation.

“Take us by the hand, and even through
the deserts of history, continue to guide our
steps on the way of reconciliation,” Pope
Francis prayed before a mostly Indigenous
congregation gathered at the small but beau-
tifully renovated Church that serves one of
the poorest neighbourhoods in Canada.

After issuing his apology for the Church’s
role in residential schools in Maskawacis in
the morning, Pope Francis came to argue that
reconciliation is at the core of Christian faith
— that it is the meaning of Christ on the cross
and offered to us in the Eucharist.

Quoting himself in his encyclical Laudato
Si’, Francis spoke of the altar as “an act of
cosmic love” that “joins Heaven and Earth,
embracing and penetrating all creation.”

“The Apostle Paul tells us that Jesus recon-
ciles by bringing together, by making two dis-
tant groups one — one reality, one soul, one
people,” Francis said. “And how does He do
that? Through the cross. Jesus reconciles us
with one another on the cross, on the ‘tree of
life,’ as the ancient Christians loved to call it.”

Thus, reconciliation is at the heart of the
Eucharist. It is what Christ offers us in and
through His body each time we approach the
altar for communion.

But Francis’ message inside the Church
wouldn’t have been a surprise to the people
outside waiting for a glimpse of the Pope from
behind a security fence.

Holding up a hand-lettered sign that declared
“Love Conquers All,” Tess Smith wanted the
world to know that Sacred Heart Church of
the First Peoples is already on board with
Francis and living reconciliation.

“I really hope that other Catholic churches
look to Sacred Heart and see — how did they
go about choosing love over fear when it
came to this reconciliation,” she said.

Sheila Knibb stood outside the door as lim-
ousines and busloads of media pulled up to
the inner-city church, greeting the humble
church's international roster of guests. Knibb
belongs to two Sacred Heart parishes — one
in Red Deer and the other in downtown Ed-
monton. These churches are vital to her work
with young, impoverished and troubled
women at the K-5 Healing Lodge in High Prai-
rie, AB.

“We come to Edmonton. We do the shopping
for the kids,” she explained. “They (young K-5
Healing Lodge residents) love coming on Sun-
day to Sacred Heart. It's a treat.”

The national First Nations’ parish of Sa-
cred Heart exist for reconciliation, said Knibb.

“I love this church. I come to this church
because it's of the Native people. It's the peo-
ple's church. When you come here they also
do the smudging, so they share in the cul-
ture,” she said.

Elder Fernie Marty smudged a long line of
people, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, as

QUEBEC — People gather outside the National Shrine of Ste.-Anne-de-Beaupré in
Quebec July 28, 2022, as Pope Francis celebrates mass. (Michael Swan photo)

EDMONTON — Implements for an
Indigenous purification ritual known as a
smudge ceremony are prepared before
Pope Francis arrives for a meeting with
Indigenous peoples and members of the
parish community of Sacred Heart
Church in Edmonton, Alberta, July 25,
2022. (Michael Swan photo)
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they entered the church in excited anticipa-
tion of the pope’s arrival. As he blessed the
people at Sacred Heart before he left, Pope
Francis wore a hand-made stole given him
by the parish.

He blessed a shrine to St. Kateri Tekakwitha
to the right of the altar before sitting again in his
wheelchair to be taken out to the Papal Fiat 500.
He seemed reluctant to leave the parish and vis-
ited with the crowds behind the security fence
before getting in the car to be driven back to St.
Joseph’s Seminary for the night.§
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Pope challenges Canadians at Quebec vespers service
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

QUEBEC — If Canadian Catholics were
looking for a road map to reconciliation, Pope
Francis laid it out for them at a vespers prayer
service in Quebec City’s exquisite Notre
Dame Basilica Cathedral on a rainy Thursday
evening.

As is typical of Pope Francis’ preaching,
he laid it out in three parts — three challenges
to the Church in Canada. Canada’s Catholics
must find a way to make Jesus known, become
credible witnesses to the Gospel and seek out
genuine fraternity with others. None of those
three priorities for a reconciling Church has any-
thing to do with a negative, judgmental, con-
demnatory, defensive, narrow, navel gazing ver-
sion of Christian life, he said.

“The negative view is often born of a faith
that feels under attack and thinks of it as a
kind of ‘armour,’ defending us against the
world,” he said.

A real Christian remembers that God chose
to be incarnate in the world, he said.

“If we are limited to a negative view, we
will end up denying the incarnation,” said Pope
Francis. “We will flee from reality, lament our

losses, constantly complain and fall into gloom
and pessimism, which never come from
God.”

The alternative to a Church defined by nos-
talgia and a long list of secular enemies is a
discerning Church, said Pope Francis. He
praised the Canadian Church for discerning a
path forward in the wake of its own history
of sexual abuse.

“The Church in Canada has set out on a
new path, after being hurt and devastated by
the evil perpetrated by some of its sons and
daughters,” he said. “I think in particular of
the sexual abuse of minors and vulnerable
people, scandals that require firm action and
an irreversible commitment. Together with

QUEBEC — Pope Francis arrives to lead vespers with bishops, priests, deacons,
consecrated persons, seminarians and pastoral workers in the Cathedral of Notre
Dame in Quebec July 28, 2022. (Michael Swan photo)

you, I would like once more to ask forgive-
ness of all the victims. The pain and the shame
we feel must become an occasion for con-
version.”

Francis also brought out the big guns of
Canadian intellectual tradition, citing both
McGill University philosopher Charles Taylor
and Canadian Jesuit Bernard Lonergan. The
Lonergan quote came from a 1974 essay on
The Future of Christianity.

“The love that God gives us overflows into
love… It is a love that prompts the Good Sa-
maritan to stop and take care of the traveller at-
tacked by thieves. It is a love that has no bor-
ders, that seeks the kingdom of God… and this
kingdom is universal,” Mr. Lonergan wrote.§

QUEBEC — An eagle feather is held by
an attendee of a meeting of Pope Francis
with a delegation of Indigenous peoples
in the archbishop’s residence in Quebec
City, July 20, 2022. (Michael Swan photo)

LAC STE. ANNE, Alberta — Indigenous leaders and bishops gather at the Lac Ste.-
Anne pilgrimage with  Pope Francis, July 26, 2022. (Michael Swan photo)

IQALUIT — People wait for the start of Pope Francis’ meeting with young people and
elders outside the primary school in Iqaluit, Nunavut July 29, 2022. (Michael Swan photo)
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By MICHAEL W. HIGGINS

Reprinted with permission from The Globe
and Mail, July 29, 2022

No previous papal visit has been like it.
When John Paul II first alighted on our shores
in 1984, his travel across the country was
akin to a Roman triumph: massive and ador-
ing crowds, church and state pomp of the
highest order, a festive atmosphere sometimes
accompanied by a populist frenzy. And it was
media saturation.

When John Paul came back for a quick
visit to Fort Simpson in 1987 to honour a
promise to the Indigenous peoples of the
North, it was a quiet moment, a pledge ful-

filled, sans controversy. But when he arrived
for World Youth Day in 2002 — his final visit
— the excitement was muted. He was seri-
ously impaired by illness: It was an ecclesias-
tical rock star event without an invigorating,
crowd-pleasing star.

The “penitential pilgrimage” of Pope Francis
is in stark contrast with all three of his pred-
ecessor’s Canadian journeys. And for me, the
most important by far.

Pope Francis came to Canada because he
was invited to do so at a critical juncture in
church and national history; he came to
Canada because he heard in his heart the cries
of the suffering and because he felt great hu-
miliation and indignation. He came because
he had to.

His time in Canada — July 24 to 29 — has
also been a pilgrimage of pain, a chronicle of
remorse, a litany of shame. The history of
the Catholic Church’s role in administering
residential schools, its complicity in a national
strategy to eradicate Indigenous culture
through the suppression of language and spir-
ituality, its willing participation in a program

of family-shattering and inter-generational
trauma, have all been in the public court for
years. And unlike other churches, the Roman
Catholic Church in Canada dragged its feet
on many accountability issues, falling short
on some of its financial commitments, side-
stepping the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission Report Call to Action #58 that ex-
pressly asked for the Pope to come to
Canada to issue an apology.

And then came the Kamloops Indian Resi-
dential School unmarked graves exposé in the
spring of 2021 and all was altered — irrevo-
cably.

Pope Francis’s time in Canada has all the
hallmarks of his gift for meaningful human
encounter. He has apologized several times —
although debate over the comprehensiveness
of these apologies has not abated — and he
has personalized the interactions with Indig-
enous leaders by being present to them out-
side script and protocol.

The two most powerful moments for me
— and I have covered many papal occa-
sions over the years — were Pope
Francis’s simple human gestures of engage-
ment. Not the photo ops with the prime
minister and governor-general, but kissing
the hand of Alma Desjarlais and returning a
child’s moccasins he had been given in
Rome by former chief Marie-Anne Day
Walker-Pelletier, fulfilling his promise to
bring them back with him.

Expectations for this visit were high and
Pope Francis knew that he was being
dropped into a vortex of demands, conflict-
ing political and religious pressures, and
gruelling schedules. But he successfully and
adroitly avoided being caught up in the poli-
tics swirling about him; he remained fo-
cused on the mission at hand, a mission of
contrition and not facile appeasement. He
came to ask forgiveness, to stay firmly
rooted on the path to
reconciliation, to ac-
knowledge the con-
sequences that must
flow from address-
ing a deplorable
legacy with its “bur-
den of failure.”

Pope Francis
knows the power of
silence, especially its
curative potential. Of
course, his visit was
in many ways a cas-
cade of words and

relentless activity — masses and other lit-
urgies, speeches, formal conversations,
homilies, baby-kissing — but the solemn
moments at a cemetery, the prayerful dis-
position in a wheelchair, the sacred time
for recollection, define this Pope’s pastoral
approach beyond words.

As outrageous as it may sound, given the
din created around the demands to revoke
papal bulls that have in fact long since been
abrogated and given the reactions of many
survivors and their families to apologies that
they deem insufficient, Pope Francis re-
mained focused on creating a momentum
of tenderness. He knew, as that very Catho-
lic Southern Gothic novelist Flannery
O’Connor knew, that when tenderness
among Christians is just theory “cut off
from the person of Christ ... its logical out-
come is terror.” To be tender is to be ac-
countable, to be present to the “other,” to
reverence the “other.”

Only genuine Christian witness can coun-
ter the culture of contempt that marks our
residential schools legacy. Pope Francis
knows that in his bones as much as he
knows that a true pilgrimage of repair must
originate among Canadian Catholics — cler-
ics and lay — and that the bishop of Rome is
but one player in an historic unfolding of truth
and reconciliation.

Michael W. Higgins is a Canadian academic
and writer. He is the principal of St. Mark's
College and president of Corpus Christi Col-
lege, both at the University of British Co-
lumbia in Vancouver, BC. He was also presi-
dent of St. Thomas University and a senior
executive at Sacred Heart University ,
Fairfield Conn. He is a regular contributor
to The Globe & Mail, Commonweal Maga-
zine and the Tablet (London). He has a weekly
blog on Catholic culture and developments.§ 

The pope’s visit highlights his gift for meaningful engagement

Michael W. Higgins (Globe & Mail photo)
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'Sorry is not enough anymore'
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The gentle pope has whispered in the ear
of Canadians the hard truth that it is time to
face how this land and its resources passed
into our hands and how Indigenous people
were made poor in a rich country. These are
not memories we treasure in our hearts. But
like disinfectant applied to a wound, hard truth
will lead the way to healing.

It’s important for Canadian Catholics not
to get ahead of themselves. We have not
achieved healing and Pope Francis’ apology
on Canadian soil, fulfilling Call to Action #58
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
was never going to be a magic formula for
reconciliation.

“Sorry is not enough anymore,” 82-year-
old survivor Dr. Jeanne Paul from the Coast
Salish Tribe of the Tla’amin Band near Powell
River, BC, told The Catholic Register in an
email. “Tears are not enough anymore. Some-
thing has to change before we all die off and
be forgotten.”

Pope Francis, another elder in his 80s, has
passed that responsibility for change along to
all of us. The pope cannot meaningfully tell
the Inuit gathered in Iqaluit of “the indigna-
tion and shame that I have felt for months” if
we Catholics do not also feel that shame and
humiliation — and act upon it.

“I want to tell you how very sorry I am
and to ask for forgiveness for the evil perpe-
trated by not a few Catholics,” Pope Francis
said in quiet, unhurried, humble Spanish, only
to have his apology repeated in the stento-
rian, dramatic tones of his interpreter, Father
Marcel Carron.

In Iqaluit, Ben Kovic wished that the boom-
ing declamations of apology issued from for-
mal scripts would cease. He wanted Pope
Francis to put aside the scripts prepared by
bishops, theologians and curial officials.

“Just talk to us,” was Mr. Kovic’s wish.
Of course this is exactly what Francis did

in private meetings with survivors at each of
his stops in Canada.

But Pope Francis also spoke to the whole
Church in the language of prayer and silence.
Wearing an Indigenous-designed stole to lead
us in the Lord’s Prayer, he demonstrated Pope
John Paul II’s historic declaration that “Christ,
in the members of his Body, is himself In-
dian.” When he prayed silently at the water’s
edge at Lac Ste. Anne, he showed us that the
limitations of language do not limit either our
grief or our hope for redemption.

When he returned the children’s mocca-
sins left in Rome by Chief Marie-Anne Day
Walker-Pelletier of the Okanese First Nation
in Saskatchewan, Pope Francis demonstrated
how reconciliation happens through encoun-
ter and exchange. When he kissed the hand
of survivor Alma Desjarlais of Frog Lake First
Nation, he showed us that healing must be a
tender, human encounter. When he blessed
the people at Lac Ste. Anne, using their own
holy water from Manitou Sakahikan, “God
Lake,” he chose the holiness of God’s own
people for God’s own people.

While Pope Francis spoke to survivors, he
was also transmitting an essential message to
the whole Church in Canada. Tess Smith, stand-
ing at the crowd control barrier outside of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church of the First Peoples
in Edmonton, was picking up the signal.

“To finally have him here, it’s the start of
choosing love over fear,” she said. “The Catho-
lic Church isn’t running and hiding…. The
truth will always prevail. That’s what Jesus
teaches.”

For more than five years retired judge
George Valin of North Bay, ON, pestered
Canada’s bishops to issue a clear, simple in-
vitation to Pope Francis to come to Canada
and fulfill Call to Action #58. Inaction on an
apology was, for Valin, inexcusable and it
nearly drove him out of his Church. Now on
the other side of that apology, Mr. Valin has
found some peace.

“I was always of the view that when he
got here he would do the right thing. In my
view, he did,” said Mr. Valin. “I feel that Call
to Action #58 has been completed or fulfilled.”

Mr. Valin knows he will not be the ultimate
judge of the apology. The apology belongs to
the survivors. They will judge, in their hearts.

For Mi’kmaq scholar and former New
Brunswick Lieutenant Governor Graydon
Nicholas, the apology closes a circle that be-
gan in 1610, when Chief Membertou accepted
baptism and made an alliance with the Church.

“That’s where evangelization began,” Mr.
Nicholas said.

Seeing now how Catholic evangelization
went wrong does not remove the Church’s
obligation to do evangelization right, Pope
Francis argued at vespers in Quebec City.

“A discerning view, while acknowledging
the difficulties we face in communicating the
joy of the faith, motivates us to develop a
new passion for evangelization,” he said. “To
look for new languages and forms of expres-
sion, to change certain pastoral priorities and
to focus on the essentials.”

Reconciliation will not merely change the
Church’s relationship with Indigenous peo-
ple. It will transform the Church itself be-
cause the incarnation transformed the world.

“God has placed his tent in our midst; he
accompanies us through our deserts. He does
not dwell in heavenly mansions, but in our
Church, which he wants to be a house of
reconciliation,” Pope Francis said at Sacred
Heart Church in Edmonton. “Lord Jesus, cru-
cified and risen, you dwell here, in the midst
of your people, and you want your glory to
shine forth through our communities and in
our cultures. Take us by the hand, and even
through the deserts of history, continue to
guide our steps on the way of reconciliation.”

If not enough was said about the Doctrine
of Discovery, it leaves room for continued
dialogue. The Canadian bishops are working
with the Roman curia to produce a statement
on the hated doctrine, but not a meaningless
gesture of rubbishing a long dead papal bull.
Instead, the Church will choose sides.

In the crowd in the Iqaluit school yard,
Elisapee Flaherty wanted Canada to face its
history.

“We have to remember so we don’t have
this happen again,” she said.

In the sanctuary of Ste.-Anne-de-Beaupré,
QC while waiting for Pope Francis, survivor
Vaughan Nicholas held out hope for a future
that would extend through generations.

“I may not see it in my lifetime,” he said.
“A lot of survivors are gone. I feel for them
too.”

Survivor Shirley Gagnon, wearing the crude
haircut the Sisters imposed on her at Ste.
Anne’s Indian Residential School in Fort
Albany, ON, knew why she was there in the
church at Ste. Anne de Beaupre.

“I’m here to hear the pope tell me that I’m
a worthy person,” she said.

“I needed this so I can turn back to God,”
said Kamloops Indian Residential School sur-
vivor Nancy Saddleman as she stood among
40,000 at mass in Edmonton’s Common-
wealth Stadium.

“When we walk together — the pope is
leading us that way — things are better,” said
Norman Meade, standing by his eight-year-
old granddaughter Everlee Meade in
Maskwacis.

“We want to walk together, to pray together
and to work together, so that the sufferings
of the past can lead to a future of justice,
healing and reconciliation,” Pope Francis told
the Meades along with all the people gathered
in Maskawacis.§
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Pope calls on Indigenous youth to shine brightly
By CATHOLIC REGISTER STAFF

IQALUIT — As Pope Francis concluded
his intensive five-day pilgrimage of reconcili-
ation on Canadian soil, he spoke directly to
Inuit youth in Iqaluit and offered them three
pieces of advice: keep walking upwards, come
to the light each day and be part of a team.

Telling the youth they are the “future of
this land and the present of its history,” the
pope quoted Johann Wolfgang von Goethe’s
Faust, telling them, “That which you inher-
ited from your fathers, must first be earned
before it can become yours.”

“It is not enough to live off the past, it is
necessary to earn what was given to you as a
gift,” the pope said. “Do not be afraid, then,
to continue listening to the counsels of the
elderly, to embrace your past in order to write
new pages of history, to be passionate, to take
a stand before facts and people, to get in-
volved. To help you make the lamp of your
lives shine brightly.”

He went on to offer, as an “elder brother,”
his three pieces of advice. First, in walking
upwards, he encouraged the youth to always
strive ever higher.

“Friends, you were not made ‘to get by,’
to spend your days balancing duties and pleas-
ures, but to soar upwards, towards the most
genuine, true and beautiful desires that you cher-
ish in your hearts, to love God and to serve your
neighbour. Don’t think that life’s great dreams
are as unattainable as the sky above. You were
made to fly, to embrace the courage of truth and
the beauty of justice,” he said.

It will be hard, no doubt, he said, but look
to the arctic swallow which adapts to obsta-
cles in its path always with a clear goal in
mind, and always arriving at its destination.

“The world you are living in is the treasure
you have inherited: love it, even as God, who
gave you life and its great joys, loved you and
created all this great beauty for you,” he said.

The youth were encouraged to follow the
way of the light by being courageous and re-
sisting the darkness of lies. He recalled the
words of St. John Paul II, spoken almost 20
years ago to the day at World Youth Day 2002
in Toronto: “There is perhaps no darkness
deeper than the darkness that enters young
people’s souls when false prophets extinguish
in them the light of faith and hope and love.”

“You too, then, are light for the world and
you will shine all the brighter if you struggle
to cast out the dark shadows of evil from
your heart,” said Pope Francis.

It is freedom that will enable them to say

no to evil’s temptations, the pope said.
“Freedom does not mean doing everything

I want and acting as I please. Freedom is not
about what I can do in spite of others, but
what I can do for others. Freedom is not to-
tal caprice, but responsibility. Freedom, along
with life, is the greatest gift that our heavenly
Father has given us,” he said.

Finally, Pope Francis urged the youngsters
to do great things together, as part of a team.

“You young people are like the stars in the
sky, which shine so marvellously in this land,”
he said “Their beauty comes from the whole,
from the constellations they make up, which
give light and provide bearings in the nights
of this world. You too, called to the heights of
Heaven and to shine here on Earth, are made
to shine together, in unison.”

He spoke then of Canada’s passion for
hockey and the number of triumphs it has
had on the world stage, singling out Canada’s
women’s national team, the reigning world

and Olympic champions.
“How did Sarah Nurse or Marie-Philip

Poulin get to score all those goals?” he asked.
“Hockey combines discipline and creativity,
tactics and physical strength; but team spirit
always makes the difference; it is essential
for responding to the unpredictability of every
game. Teamwork means believing that, in order
to achieve great goals, you cannot go it alone;
you have to move together, to have the patience
to practise and carry out complicated plays.”

All this, the pope asked of the youth, should
be done “within your own culture and in the
beautiful Inuktitut language.”

“It is my hope and prayer that, by listening
to your elders and drawing from the richness
of your traditions and your personal freedom,
you will embrace the Gospel preserved and
handed down by your ancestors, and thus
come to see the Inuk face of Jesus Christ. I
bless you from my heart, and to all of you I
say: qujannamiik! (thank you).” §

Pope says he’s been enriched
by Canada’s Indigenous
By CATHOLIC REGISTER STAFF

QUEBEC CITY — On the final day of Pope
Francis’ pilgrimage of penance, one of heal-
ing and reconciliation, he says it is he who
has been “enriched” by the experience.

“Now that I am nearing the end of this in-
tense pilgrimage, I want to tell you that al-
though I came with these desires (for healing
and reconciliation), I am now returning home
greatly enriched,” the pope told a gathering
of some two dozen residential school survi-
vors at the residence of Cardinal Gerald
Lacroix in Quebec City, Friday morning, July
22. Reporters were present for the beginning
of the meeting but were asked to leave fol-
lowing the formal speeches to allow the pope
to speak in private with the survivors.

“I bear in my heart the incomparable treas-
ure of all those individuals and peoples who
have left a mark on me; the faces, smiles and
messages that remain with me; the unforget-
table stories and natural beauties; the sounds,
colours and emotions that touched me deeply.”

He told the survivors that while he came to
be with them, “It was your life and experi-
ences, the Indigenous realities of these lands,
that have touched me, remained with me and
will always be a part of me.”

He said that after five days crossing the
country and meeting Indigenous people all
along the way “that now, in a certain sense, I

also feel a part of your family, and for this I
am honoured.”

Pope Francis said he was impressed with
Indigenous ways: the preciousness of family
and community, how Indigenous “cultivate
properly” the bond between generations young
and old and how they maintain “a healthy and
harmonious relationship with all of creation.”

He then proceeded to “entrust all that we
have experienced” over these five days, “and
our pursuit of the path that lies ahead,” to
women, three women in particular, “who best
understand how to protect the most impor-
tant things in life.” He cited St. Anne, Mary
— “no creature deserves to be called a pil-
grim more than Mary” — and St. Kateri
Tekakwitha, the “Lily of the Mohawks” who
was canonized in 2012 “whose quiet pres-
ence has accompanied us and whose remains
are kept not far from here.”

“These women can help us to come together,
and start to weave anew a reconciliation that can
uphold the rights of the most vulnerable in our
midst and look at history without resentment or
forgetfulness,” the pope said.

With meekness and determination, pro-
phetic words and decisive gestures, “they
blazed a trail and accomplished what they had
been called to do.”

After the meeting, the pope boarded a flight
to Iqaluit, Nunavut, where made the final stop
on his journey before returning to Rome.§



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.August 12 & 19, 2022 Page 13

By NICHOLAS ELBERS
The B.C. Catholic

In the year since the Kamloops Indian Resi-
dential School graves discovery, being a
Catholic in Canada has been a challenge. Dis-
honest reporting and sensationalist rhetoric,
mixed with last summer’s arson spree, have
strained the conversation around reconcilia-
tion for many. This has made it hard for the
average Catholic who just wants answers or
who simply wants to help move reconcilia-
tion forward without losing their identity in
the process.

It’s within this context that Salt + Light Me-

dia have released Walking Together, a new
documentary about the delegation of First
Nations, Inuit, and Metis peoples that met with
Pope Francis in late March of this year.

The documentary is fundamentally for peo-
ple who want to understand where we are —
and where we might go — with regards to
reconciliation with Aboriginal peoples in
Canada. It does more than simply document
the event, and it makes a significant effort to
be a good first resource for Catholics prepar-
ing for the July 24-29 papal visit to Canada.

By and large, the documentary follows the
structure and tone of Pope Francis’ address
to the delegation and gives a good rundown
of the damage done to Aboriginal people his-
torically, the inter-generational trauma that
currently affects their communities, and the
reactions of the major delegates to his apol-
ogy. This helps to ground the documentary
in the spirit of encounter and engagement that
Pope Francis has made a staple of his papacy
and allows the film to further model his ap-
proach for viewers.

Still, Walking Together is a tricky film. If
you have any understanding of Canada’s resi-
dential school history, the documentary’s
brevity, mixed with its careful moderate tone,
might leave you frustrated with a lack of an-

swers and concrete solutions.
This could also be seen as the documenta-

ry’s greatest strength. By emphasizing that
the conversations around reconciliation are
only just starting, it can withhold a sense of
closure. This helps recentre the conversation
around Aboriginal people in 2022, and it rein-
forces the film’s message that we need to be
in conversation and listen before we can have
solutions.

According to the film’s director and pro-
ducer, Deacon Pedro Guevara-Mann, it took
some iterating to get to this point and there
was an earlier cut of the film that had a more
aggressive and confrontational tone.

I think they made the right choice. It
would have been easy to make people
comfortable by avoiding the more har-
rowing descriptions of abuse, or to
throw around a bunch of buzz words
like “genocide” or “mass graves” to be
more in line with secular rhetoric and
narrative. Thankfully, the film’s commit-
ment to Pope Francis’ approach of en-
counter helps make room at the discus-
sion table for anyone who wants to be
there. A much-needed breath of fresh air
in a conversation that seems marked with
finger-pointing and spite.

By choosing a gentle but no less firm ap-
proach, the film is far more accessible and
allows skeptics the space they may need to
open up and approach things with their hearts.
As we are constantly told, residential history
is hardly history at all, and the film seems to
understand that everyone will come to the
truth at their own pace. If you know some-
one who struggles with the Church’s involve-
ment in the residential school system this film
might be a gentle way to help them along their
journey.

None of this is to say the film doesn’t have
some teeth. Early-on testimonies of abuse are
mixed with a montage of old photos. Each
picture shows residential school students
smiling, frowning, playing — sometimes an-
gry and sometimes laughing — often accom-
panied by grave-faced priests and nuns. The
photos draw a clear connection between the
scared and lonely children in the past and the
pain being described by the now-adult speak-
ers. It’s deeply unsettling and it effectively
links the past with the present.

Another example of this approach can be
seen in Chief Willie Littlechild’s introduction.
He gives you his traditional name, his English
name, and tells you that his residential school
name was number Sixty-Five. In the space

of seconds, the film presents the dehumaniz-
ing horror of our residential school past along-
side Littlechild’s hopeful reclamation of his tra-
ditional identity. It effectively communicates the
entirety of the residential school history subtly
and effectively, while providing a holistic foun-
dation for the entire documentary.

Building on this approach to residential
school history, one of the film’s strongest
sections is its examination of inter-generational
trauma. Even though the residential school
system is technically recent history, the bulk
of the institutional abuse is inaccessible to the
average Canadian because it happened dec-
ades ago. By emphasizing the way abuse was
passed down and even perpetuated by survi-
vors, the film roots reconciliation in the present
and creates a sense of urgency within the con-
versation.

Walking Together does not judge these bro-
ken people, but rather, it invites us to imagine
a world in which they are once again made
whole

Finally, the film places the papal apology
within some well-needed historical context.
It discusses the history of Church apologies
thus far and addresses Pope Benedict XVI’s
comments in 2009 when he voiced a deep
sadness for the Church’s role in Canada’s
residential schools. No one tells you what to
think, but you are offered enough informa-
tion to develop an informed opinion for your-
self.

Additionally, the film offers a realistic ex-
amination of what a papal apology during a
visit to Canada would mean to First Nations,
Metis, and Inuit people. Walking Together
makes space for an honest look at those hopes
and expectations, and it makes a compelling
case for an apology on Canadian soil as a
charitable concession to people who are still
hurting deeply and need the apology as a first
step toward healing and hopefully forgiveness.
In short, it is the Christian thing to do.

Overall, Walking Together is a refreshing
and necessary addition to the conversation
that Canadians are having about peace and
reconciliation in Canada. It accomplishes its
goal to be an accessible resource for Cana-
dian Catholics, but more importantly it makes
space for us as Canadian Catholics to have
this conversation on our own terms. The film
leaves you with a strong sense that you not
only should be a part of the solution but that
you can be, and this is a gift.

Walking Together was released July 17 and
is available to stream for free at slmedia.org/
slplus.§

Salt+Light's creates new documentary Walking Together
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Obituaries

DOUCET, ETHEL DELILA —
Peacefully at Enhanced Living, at
Oromocto, NB on July 20, 2022, Mrs.
Ethel Delila (Gaudet) Doucet, formerly
of Blacks Harbour, NB, beloved wife
of the late Joseph Raymond Doucet.
Born at Blacks Harbour NB on April
3, 1925, she was a daughter of the
late George “Frederick” and birth
mother Ethel Delila (Weaver) Gaudet
and given mother, Mildred Catherine
(Weaver) Gaudet

A loving mother, grandmother and
sister, she is survived by her sons:
Gerard “Gerry” of Oromocto NB, William “Billy” (Joyce) of Blacks Har-
bour, NB, Patrick “Paddy” (Natalie) of Tevada Island BC and Father Paul
of Blacks Harbour, NB, her daughters: Maria (the late Edwin Leighton) of
Pennfield, NB, Susan (Bert Pelletier) of Levis, QC, Catherine “Cathy”
(Tony Tibben) of Edmonton, AB and Loretta “Lori” (Dale Phillips) of
Lincoln, NB, 13 grand children, 19 great grandchildren, 6 great-great
grandchildren, her sister; Juanita Cheney of Pennfield, NB and her
brother; Fowler Gaudet of Pennfiel,d NB as well as several nieces,
nephews and cousins. In addition to her parents, she was prede-
ceased by her husband Joe, her beloved sons; Baby Joseph and Peter,
grandson; Michael Leighton, her sisters: Kathleen Cooke, Velma
Leeman, Jenny Patterson, Eleanor Justason and Julia Hawkins and
her brothers: Hanford and William.

Ethel was a very determined and faithful lady. She was the anchor
of her family following her husband’s passing in 1974 and worked
hard raising her younger children on her own. She was a very active
volunteer within her community, parish and with the Harbour View
Seniors as well as the Fundy Hospital. She also collected donations
for many years for the Heart and Stroke Foundation of New Bruns-
wick and completed income tax returns for many community resi-
dents as well.  Ethel will also be remembered as very devoted to her
Catholic faith and was a long time and original member of the C.W.L.
Her strength, determination and her unmovable faith in God will for-
ever be remembered.

She rested Resting at the St. George Funeral Home & Cremato-
rium, St. George, NB. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated from
Stella Maris Roman Catholic Church, Blacks Harbour on Tuesday, July 26
at 11:00am with Father Paul Doucet officiating followed by interment in
the church cemetery. There was a time of fellowship and reception at the
Stella Maris Hall immediately following the interment. In Ethel’s’ memory,
donations to the Heart and Stroke Foundation of New Brunswick or a
charity of the donor’s choice would be appreciated by the family. Online
donations and condolences may be placed at www.stgeorgefh.ca.

SHANNON, LORRAINE MARIE — It is with great sadness that the
family of Lorraine Shannon announces her passing on Easter Monday,
April 13, 2020, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born on June 6, 1947
in Saint John, she was a daughter of the late Hugh Peter and Margaret
Mary (Emery) Whalen and step-daughter of Josephine Julia (Riley) Whalen.

 Lorraine was married to Vincent Thomas Wakim Shannon (deceased
May 2016) in August of 1971.

Surviving are children, Lesley (Steve Wilton), Vancouver; Matthew (Emilie
Gelinas), Ottawa; her grandson Zachary, Vancouver; sister Carole (the late
Derek Hamilton), Ottawa; brother Emery (Barb Whalen); step-mother

Ethel Delila Doucet

Josephine; as well as several nieces, nephews and extended family.
Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral

Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Saturday, July
23, 2022 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John.

MACEACHERN, JUNE LILLIAN — It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of our dear mother and grammie, June Lillian (Pres-
ton) MacEachern, loving wife of the late "Budd" Ronald MacEachern. She
passed away on January 20, 2022, at Rocmaura Nursing Home in Saint
John, New Brunswick. Born on June 3, 1932, she was the daughter of the
late Silbert and Mary (Goddard) Preston.

She is survived by her children Ron (Cindy) MacEachern, Don (Linda)
MacEachern, and Mary Theresa (Gregory) Johnson; grandchildren Megan
(Brad), Erin (Pavel), Alexander, and David; siblings Robert Preston, Pat
(Scott) McGivney, and Bill (Armel) Preston and several nieces and neph-
ews.

Along with her husband and parents, she was predeceased by her sib-
lings Betty, Sib and Shirley.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint Joh. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on July 29, 2022
from the Saint John XXIII Catholic Church, Dartmouth, NS.

OWENS, ARTHUR LLOYD — It is with great sadness that the family
of Arthur Lloyd Owens announces his passing, which occurred on Sun-
day, July 17, 2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born in Saint John,
New Brunswick on May 22, 1927, he was a son of the late Thomas and
Mildred Owens.

Lloyd is survived by his daughters Marjorie (Gerald), Iona (Jim), Mildred
(Jim), Kathy (Mike); his son Lloyd; as well as several grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins.

In addition to his beloved wife of 69 years Kathleen “Kay” Owens (nee
Savoy), Lloyd was predeceased by his sons Billy and Edward; daughter
Gordoniea; great-granddaughter; Chloe; and his siblings Helen, Dot,
Tommy, Gordon, Herbie, and Joe.

He rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John where a Funeral Lit-
urgy was held.

ROBICHAUD, GASPARD JOSEPH — It is with great sadness that the
family of Gaspard Joseph Robichaud, announce his passing on Monday,
July 18, 2022, at Shannex, Tucker Hall, surrounded by family. Gaspard
was born May 10, 1936, in Pocmouche, NB, husband of the late Patricia
Marie (Arseneau) Robichaud. Son of the late Alfred and Elizabeth (Losier)
Robichaud. Gaspard was second born in a family of 18 children.

Gaspard is survived by one son; Ken (Norma) Robichaud, of Saint
John, daughters; Georgine (Claude) Blais, of Ontario, Irene Fournier, of
Saint John, Sandra Gormley, of Saint John, Tina (John) Logue, of Rothesay,
11 grandchildren, 7 great grandchildren, brothers; Philias, Paul (Yvonne),
Gilles (Elizabeth), Desire (Patricia), Claude, Neree (Claudine), and Neal
(Rhonda), sisters; Stella (Benoit), Yvette (Raymond), Claudia (Allen), Doria
and Diane (Benoit) and several nieces and nephews.

Gaspard was predeceased by his parents, Alfred and Elizabeth, beloved
wife Patricia Marie (Arseneau) Robichaud of 64 years, son in laws, Mark
Fournier, and Harry Gormley, siblings; Maxime,Romain, Adrien, Rene,
and sister Erma.

He rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian burial
held at Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church, Saint John. A private
family interment took place at St Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Saint John.

(continued on page 15)
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(continued from page 14)
ENMAN, DOUGLAS WAYNE JOSEPH — On July 21, 2022 with
family by his side, Douglas Wayne Joseph Enman passed peacefully at the
Saint John Regional Hospital. Doug was born on November 5, 1961, in
Saint John NB to Marion (Dionne) Enman and the late Victor Enman.

Doug will be dearly missed by his mom, his brothers, David (Sandra),
Danny (Lynn), Dennis (Tina), Darrell (himself). Sisters, Marsha Speight
(David deceased) Sussex, Michele (David) White, northenders. God chil-
dren, many nieces and nephews, great nieces and nephews and great
great nieces and nephews.

Doug was predeceased by his dad, infant brother Victor Charles, pater-
nal grandparents Walter and Mary Enman and maternal grandparents
Adolphus and Margaret Dionne (nanny).

He rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial
took place rom Our Lady of the Assumption Parish, Saint John. Interment
followed in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

HODD, GERARD FRANCIS — It is with great sadness that the family
of Gerard Francis Hodd announces his passing which occurred on Thurs-
day, July 21, 2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born in Saint John,
NB, he was a son of the late Francis and Joan (Walton) Hodd.

Gerard is survived by the love of his life of 42 years, Lois (Lord); son,
Kevin; cherished grandchildren, Abby and Sam; brothers, Chris (Donna),
Bill (Sarah Whelan); sister, AnneMarie (Chris) Thomson; as well as many
nieces, nephews, and cousins. In addition to his parents, Gerard was
predeceased by his son, Patrick.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy was held from The Brenan’s Chapel,
Saint John.

COGSWELL, C.E. (Butch) — With great sadness, the family of
C.E. (Butch) Cogswell, O.O.M., announce his passing on Monday
July 25, 2022, in Saint John. Butch was born in Saint John, N.B. on
October 23, 1939, and was the son of George (DeLong) Cogswell
and Marie “Annie” (Arsenault) Cogswell, and the husband of Maxine.

In addition to his wife, Butch is survived by his children; Catherine,
Christopher (Mary), Terri Lynne, and Alexander; son- in-law André,
sister-in-law Diane and children; and his grandchildren; Abigayle “Arlo”,
Perry, Marcellus, Leila Kate, Christopher and Seth; and several great-
grandchildren. Butch was predeceased by his son Parker; sisters Sandra
and Shirley and brother George.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated at
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Saint John.

HORGAN, ELEANOR THERESA — Surrounded by loved ones
through her short illness, the family of Eleanor Theresa (Little) Horgan,
94, announces her passing on July 26, 2022, at the Saint John Re-
gional Hospital.  Born June 28, 1928, in Saint John, New Brunswick,
Eleanor was the daughter of the late Harold and Marie (Delucrey)
Little.

Eleanor was predeceased by her husband, W. Joseph (Joe) Horgan
(d. 1986), to whom she was married for 32 years, and her youngest
child, J. Paul Horgan (d. 2021). She was also predeceased by her
siblings – Harold, Francis, Joe, James, Marjorie, Colleen, and Jack.

She is survived by her children: Anne (Chuck) Hickey, Jane (Danny
Wayne), and Mark (Dan Adamson); daughter-in-law: Maria Steele-
Horgan; ten grandchildren: John, Paul (Jenn), Peter, Jennifer (Kirk),

Katherine, Cara (Bryan), Andrew, Ryan, Joseph, and Molly (Zachary); as
well as 15 great-grandchildren. She is also survived by her sisters Betty
Bowes and Christina Black.

She rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.  A Mass of Christian
Burial was held at the Cathedral of Immaculate Conception, Saint John.
Interment followed at St. Joseph's Cemetery, Saint John.

McPHEE, JOSEPH KENNETH — It is with great sadness that the family
of Joseph Kenneth ‘Ken’ McPhee announces his passing which occurred
on Tuesday, August 2, 2022, at Loch Lomond Village. Born in Green
Mount, P.E.I. on May 27, 1937, he was the son of the late Herman and
Hazel McPhee.

Ken is survived by his loving wife of 59 Years Earlene McPhee; daugh-
ters; Christina McPhee and Lisa Savoy (Geordie); sons; Michael McPhee,
Daniel McPhee (Jackie), and Joe McPhee; grandchildren; Geordie Lane
Savoy, David Savoy, Donald Walton, Katie Gilmore, Alyssa Maxwell, and
Ocean McPhee; sister-in-law Eileen McPhee; and several nieces and neph-
ews.

In addition to his parents, Ken was predeceased by his sister Thelma
Beatteay, and his brothers Raymond and Larry McPhee.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Saint Ann’s
Catholic Church, Saint John. Interment followed at Ocean View Memorial
Gardens, Saint John.

FENNELL, CLEMENT PAUL — It is with heavy hearts that the
family of Clement “Paul” Fennell announce his passing on Friday,
July 28, 2022, at Turnbull Nursing Home. Born in Saint John, NB on
September 16, 1945, he was a son of the late Florence (Boyle) and
Gerald Fennell.

Paul will be lovingly remembered by his wife of 50 years, Valerie;
his daughters, Colleen Fennell (Blaine MacArthur) of Dartmouth, NS
and Erinn Fennell of Saint John, NB; brother, Edward of Belleisle ,
NB; grandchildren, Katelyn Pettigrew (Phil), Geordie Macdonald
(Dom) and Rory Fennell; great-grandson, Logan Pettigrew; as well
as his step-father, Gerald Carpenter of Lower Kars, NB.

In addition to his parents, Paul was also predeceased by his broth-
ers, Francis and John.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral |Home, Saint John. A Funeral Liturgy was held from Brenan’s
Chapel, Saint John.

OLAND, MARY ISABEL — On Friday, July 29, 2022, with her sister
and brother-in-law by her side and many loved ones near and far holding
her close in their hearts, Mary Isabel (Hachey) Oland passed away peace-
fully to prayer.

She is predeceased by her dear mother and father, Kay and Harry Hachey,
her brother, Osmund Hachey, and her sisters-in-law, Sheila Hachey and
Diane Hachey.

Marybel is survived by her brother, John Hachey, sister, Jane Sullivan
(& Pat), her four daughters, Paula Oland (& B), Andrea Oland, Krysta
Oland (& Derek), and Denise Hoppner (& Ken), as well as her treasured
grandchildren, Morgan, Kiera, Karl, Emma, Courtney, Anonda, Kiah,
Nathanael and Jonathyn. Marybel also has three great grandchildren, Park,
Crew, and Hudson, five honourary granddaughters in the Sullivan girls,
cousins, and many nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Community Fu-
neral Home, Quispamsis. A funeral mass to be held at a later date in Rothesay.§

Obituaries
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SAINT JOHN — “A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet.” The
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary / l’Assomption de la
Bienheureuse Vierge Marie Sculpture commissioned for Our
Lady of the Assumption Parish, Saint John, 2001 by Sculptor /
Artist Darren Byers of Sussex. The Feast of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary is August 15th. (Submitted photo)

By FATHER JOHN RODERICK

BROOMFIELD, Colorado — A few weeks ago, we witnessed the
perfect ending of the Stanley Cup run by our home team, the Colorado
Avalanche [Avs], as they defeated the Tampa Bay Lightning in six games
to win their third Cup (1996, 2001 and 2022).  Throughout the seven-
week playoffs I had a lot of fun visiting with friends and families to watch
the games.  

After my favourite Canadian team was knocked out of the playoffs, I
started to follow the Avs with a lot more interest as they plowed through
their competition. Their highly skilled and fast paced skating, forechecks,
and timely scoring were no match for any of the other teams.  

During one visit to a family to watch the Avs play the Edmonton Oilers,
I brought my hockey stick. In between periods I played ball hockey in the
driveway with the kids, each of us pretending to score the game, and
series, clinching goal. Connor McDavid versus Nathan Mackinnon. It
reminded me of my childhood, when I’d play hockey with my neigh-
bours after supper on the street in front of my home. We had a lot of fun.  

During this visit, it was very exciting to see the love and passion my
friends had for the game. I was surprised to see how even the children
knew many of the finer details and rules of the game, and how energized
and enthusiastic they would get when the Avs would score. The Avs won
that night.  

The following day the Church celebrated the memorial of an important
second century martyr, St. Justin (he died June 1st, 100-165 CE). The
family with whom I had watched the game with the night before were at
mass and I was inspired to make an analogy between the life of this saint
and the playoffs in my homily. What could our experience of the playoffs
reveal to us about our Christian vocation? 

For St. Justin and all the Christian martyrs, their trophy, their goal in life,
is the Cross of Jesus Christ. 

During the homily I mentioned how I was struck not only by the excite-
ment and enthusiasm of the fans at my friend’s house where I watched
the game the night before, but also at the Ball Arena, and throughout the
whole state. I was equally moved by the passion of the hockey players
giving everything they had to win the Stanley Cup. I explained that as
friends of Jesus, as Christians, we also have an important trophy to strive
for with all of our enthusiasm. Who knows what trophy we Christians
have? I asked. After a few seconds of silence, I told the story of St. Justin
Martyr. As a student of philosophy, Justin converted to Christianity. He
defended the truths of the Christian faith before the pagan emperor at the
time. He was beheaded for his passionate defence of Christianity as the
one true religion and for defending the true presence of Christ in the
Eucharist. His life helps us to understand that for Christians the greatest
prize and our one true trophy is the gift of being united with Jesus on the
Cross. The Cross is the trophy which communicates how God’s merci-
ful love triumphed over all our personal sin and the whole history of sin
and death from the very beginning of time until its end. The trophy of the
Cross reveals as well our true dignity as beloved and forgiven children of
the Father. The Cross represents the definitive victory of Divine Mercy. This
is the greatest victory of all time. 

All our names and the names of everyone who God has ever loved into
existence are personally written on the Cross. As Christians, we are called
to open our hearts and welcome this victory of merciful love through the
sacraments and the Christian community.  

As we continue to celebrate the Avs victory of the Stanley Cup this

Let’s celebrate the greatest victory 
Commentary

summer, let us not forget to celebrate the great and definitive victory of the
Father’s love for us through His Son’s death of the Cross.

Fr. Roderick is originally from Saint John. He was ordained a priest
with Fraternidad Sacerdo-tal de los Misioneros de San Carlos Borromeo
and served in many years in Bogata, Columbia, before being transferred
to his current mission in Broomfield, Colorado this year. He is working
predominantly with the home-bound, sick, elderly and hospital calls. §


